Permanent Painting

CHAPTER X
VOLATILE SOLVENTS
THE two oldest solvents known are turpentine and
lavender oil, but from the data at hand, it is
very likely that lavender oil was known many
centuries before turpentine.    Chemically, lavender oil
is analogous to turpentine, in fact, it is a species of
turpentine containing an aromatic ingredient.   Laven-
der oil is not used at present by oil painters to any great
extent, but turpentine is largely used.
Vibert 'was the first great painter to recommend the
use of benzine as a diluent for paint, and on this sub-
ject much is to be said. Vibert did not believe in the
use of linseed oil, but used a resin varnish reduced
with benzine. Benzine is nothing more nor less than
the same material of lower gravity as what we know
under the name of. gasolene, petroleum essence, pe-
troleum spirits, or naphtha, and is identical in chemical
composition with the material used as a motive power
in automobiles. There is another material which is
spelled with an "e," "benzene," whereas the petroleum
essence is spelled with an "i," benzine. The chemical
name for benzene is benzol, but this is never to be
recommended for oil painting, as its solvent power
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